The Dark Side of History
EPS 1: Klaus Fuchs - The Spy who gave the Atomic Bomb to the Russians

Cold Open
Los Alamos, New Mexico, 1945.

Klaus Fuchs waves nonchalantly to the guards as he walks to his old Buick. At the checkpoint
outside the base, the soldiers greet him kindly. He's become a regular here, and they don't even
bother frisking him anymore. If they knew what he was carrying, his life would be in jeopardy,
because at this very moment, a stack of classified papers is hidden under his shirt. All it would
take is one observant soldier, and Klaus would be executed for treason.

With a pounding heart, he drives on toward Santa Fe. An hour later, he parks on a secluded
street. There, Harry Gold, an inconspicuous American, is waiting, seemingly relaxed against a
wall. They exchange a few brief pleasantries, just two acquaintances who happen to meet, but
both sense the tension. Klaus glances quickly over his shoulder and then hastily pulls out the
papers and presses them into Gold's hands. Without another word, he gets back in his car and
drives back to Los Alamos.

To passersby, it might seem like a brief encounter between friends. But what no one realizes is
that Klaus Fuchs has just passed on the construction plans for the very first atomic bomb to the
Soviet Union. And with this betrayal, he sows the first seeds of the Cold War that would grip the
world for half a century.

Standard Introduction

This is The Dark Side of History, a podcast about the most shocking acts of treachery. Because
traitors are everywhere in history. Sometimes they're cowardly, sometimes brave, often
somewhere in between. What drives them to their actions? And what does that say about us?

Welcome! In this first episode, |, David Lucieer, take you from street fights in Germany to the
college benches of Oxford and finally to the suffocating desert landscape of New Mexico.

It's about a turning point in world history: the moment humanity learned how to harness the
destructive power of the atom and the consequences that would have for the global balance of
power.

A story that took a radical turn because of the choices of one man: Klaus Fuchs.

Start of story

Fuchs was born in 1911 in a town near Frankfurt. His father was a Lutheran preacher and would
later become a theology professor. The Fuchses were known as a "red" family, committed to the
Social Democratic Party, essentially the German Labour Party of the time.



The years Klaus grew up in were difficult for Germany. The defeat of the First World War caused
profound economic problems and widespread social unrest. The traditional political parties had
no answer to the crisis. People therefore began looking for more radical solutions. The
communists were gaining more and more followers, but a new movement also emerged on the
right: Adolf Hitler's National Socialists.

As the country descended deeper into chaos—strikes, street fights, and massive
unemployment—KIlaus enrolled at the University of Leipzig. He excelled in his studies of
mathematics and physics, but also found time to become politically active. Like his father, he
became an active member of the Social Democrats, but his career didn't end there. The rise of
the Nazis is so frightening to Fuchs that he also joins a socialist resistance group: in the streets
of Leipzig, they seek confrontation with Hitler's supporters.

And this struggle radicalizes young Klaus. In his view, the Social Democrats are doing too little
against the Nazis, so he joins the Communist Party. This becomes a problem when Hitler seizes
power on February 27, 1933: the communists become his first target. Politicians, activists, and
even ordinary party members are hunted down and put in camps from the very first day.

Fuchs's escape is pure luck. Unaware of what happened on February 27, he leaves early the
next morning for Berlin for a meeting of communist students. At the station, he buys a
newspaper for the journey. As soon as he reads about the coup, he immediately understands
the consequences. He still wears a hammer and sickle pin on his lapel, but removes it with
trembling hands. From now on, he must hide who he is and what he truly believes. His fears
prove justified: a day later, the Sicherheitsdienst (Security Service) searches his house and
finds communist texts. Fuchs realizes he is no longer safe in Germany.

He leaves everything behind: his family, friends, his city. On foot and hitchhiking, he travels
through Belgium and France, eventually crossing the Channel to England. There, he ends up in
Bristol, where he enrolls at the local university and completes his studies. Many of his
professors and fellow students, like him, are German refugees. Among them, he quickly gains a
reputation as being strongly anti-fascist and left-wing, though he never calls himself a
communist—even in relatively free England, that's a loaded word. But when the Gestapo warns
the British that Fuchs is a dangerous communist, they shrug their shoulders. The Gestapo
viewed all German refugees as dangerous traitors, so what would make Fuchs so special?

Yet, the mood changes when World War |l breaks out in 1939. In England, all German citizens
are designated as "enemy aliens" and imprisoned, including left-wing and even Jewish Germans
who had fled the Nazis. Klaus is held for months on a remote British island before being
transported to Canada. It's a harrowing situation; the prisoners arrive in Canada weakened and
are then detained in an internment camp. The experience further radicalizes Fuchs. In his eyes,
the British were hardly better than the Nazis he had fled.



So this is important. As a communist, Klaus already had little regard for the British, but now...
now, as far as he's concerned, they've shown their true colors. And although the Nazis would
always remain enemy number one in his eyes, the British could never count on his loyalty again.

(...)
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